
Do & Don't list for Dos Aqiliw Classes
update: October 2010

. The classes start promptly on the hour, Please come with enough time to setup your sittint area
and to potty your dog. lfyou come late, class time cannot be used to catch up on what you
missed, When the class ends please be prompt on removing your itemsfrom the area, so as to
make room for the next class (ifthere is onel.

. All Potty areas are to be kept clean, You are responsible for cleaning up after your dog, lf anyon€
does not clean up aftertheir dog they may be told to leave tor that class. Thls is a very stri.t rule
that you willalso find enforced at all dog showr. lfyour dog h not in a kennelyou must be aware
ot what they are doing at all times, All poop bags must be thrown in the poop bucket.

. parking is only allowed on the gravel areas when the ground is soft, When the g.ound is hard
enough (late summer and fall) parking is behind the white trailer and not on the gravel area,

. Your dgt must be under control at all tlmes. Never off learh except In the tralnlng area and when
the instructor has approved lt.

. No one is allowed to practice on the agility equipment unless they have instructor apploval and
not before or afte. class. This ir bgth a safety rule and a courtesy,

. All agllity equipment is for dog use only. the equlpment is not made to handle the weight of a
human. Please for everyone's safety do not step on or stand on any of the equipment.

. Handler Dress - wear comfortable clothinS that allows movement. Gym shoes are b€st, Sandals
and op€n toed shoes are not allowed. You wlll be movlng a lot, lont halr should be tled so as to
not get In the way of your slght when maklng turns. Belt lfyou dr€ss In layers for change of
weather, During the wet weather (especially spring and early summer €lassesl you might invest in
some goulashes or easy to move In boots to wear and protect your shoesfrom the mud, All
classes wlll be in the yard. The grass doesn't really come in tood untll lat€ summer around here,

. Suggest you brlnt water tor yourself slnce your fiouth may get dry when worklng outslde, No
chewlng of gum on the grounds please. Some kinds are toxic to the dogs and we do not need to
step in lt.

. Students are encourated to help when movlng equlpment or changlng lump helthts to help speed
up the set-up and allow more trainlngtlme. Thls is also a good tlme to learn how the equlpment
would be set tor dlff€rentrump helght changes and wlll prepare you to volunteer at show trlals.

lhe Dog -
. Must have a water bowel and water fot wat€r break. Oo not let your dog u9e another dog,s

water bowlsince this could transler health problems,
. Collars can be a buckle or snap, no prong or sllp collars are allowed for the dog,s safety.
. Pull Tab type leashes {short Srab type leash} are allowed, but will be discouraged (when the dog

jumps the grab/tab leash will have a tendencyto hit the do& not a very positiv€ reinforcement).
. Health - Please be aware I will be recommendlng most dogs to lose weiSht. Agility dogs must be

fit and trim or the exfta welght will tax their muscles and bones and could cause future health
problems.

. Feet & Hair - nails should be trimmed and neat but do not cut nails within 3 days ofa class or
show. For dogs that have halryfeetthe hair must be trimmed away from the pads, so they do not
slip on the contact eguipment. Dogs that have hair that may restrict their sight should have it pull
up and tied.



Reactive dogs- if your dog reacts to the other dogs ln the class and some wlll, especially when
theyget excited about the dog that ls running the course in the arena, Work at either click and
treat or distractlon to t€ach them not to overreact. Do not punish tbe dog tor gettlnt excited or
barking. we want dots to be eager to do the agility. It you have problems in this area wlth your
dot and would like some help, let me know.
lfyour dog gets over heated, wetthem down either with spray bottle, bottle ofwater, or wet
towel. A small battery operated fan would be a good investment for the hot days.
Dog motivation treats - are encouraged to be used. Plan on using a lot ol very small treats so you
mitht skip their evening meal betore class (oriust give a little bit). Experiment with what your dog
llkes. Use the most valued treat tor learnlng new behavlors and then the lower value treats ai
reintorcement for learned behaviors. Treats should be very small no matter what size the do8 is. I
recommend that you brint a few ditferent kinds of treats so you can keep them guessing what
they will get next.
oos motlvatlon tovs - lfyour dog will play wlth tu8 toys they work best you can even purchase a
tug leash thls way it ls always avallable after a run to reward the dog by lettlng them tug on the
leash, Other choices are tug toys that you can put treais Into to help encourage them to tug. ll
your dog h a ball lover as I5 mlne, please us€ only balls that do not squeak the same wlth any
other type of toys. The squeakers willattrad other dogs and we may have more than one dog
worklng on the aglllty course at a tlme.

Now wlth all above belng said I would really llke to see everyone have fun and enloy aglllty wlih thelr
dogs. Smilint and laughing are encouragedl You will see that som€times I get really silly with my dogs
because I want them to have a tood time and never to vlew this as trainin$ but rather as a fun gam€
played for treats and toys.

I Hope you have a good tlme and enloy the bond that wlllgrow, byteachlnS your dog agllltyl


